Lord of The Flies Final Essay – English II 
Final Essay Due - Friday October 6 in hard copy and on turnitin.com
3 peer reviews Due - Thursday October 5 
Draft Essay Due - Thursday October 5

“Ralph wept for the end of innocence, the darkness of man's heart, and the fall through the air of the true, wise friend called Piggy.” 


― William Golding, Lord of the Flies
About - The Lord of the Flies


Golding’s experience in World War II had a profound effect on his view of humanity and the evils of which it was capable. Lord of the Flies tells the story of a group of English schoolboys marooned on a tropical island after their plane is shot down during a war. Though the novel is fictional, its exploration of the idea of human evil is at least partly based on Golding’s experience with the real-life violence and brutality of World War II. Free from the rules and structures of civilization and society, the boys on the island in Lord of the Flies descend into savagery. As the boys splinter into factions, some behave peacefully and work together to maintain order and achieve common goals, while others rebel and seek only anarchy and violence. In his portrayal of the small world of the island, Golding paints a broader portrait of the fundamental human struggle between the civilizing instinct—the impulse to obey rules, behave morally, and act lawfully—and the savage instinct—the impulse to seek brute power over others, act selfishly, scorn moral rules, and indulge in violence. 


Golding employs a relatively straightforward writing style in Lord of the Flies, one that avoids highly poetic language, lengthy description, and philosophical interludes. Much of the novel is allegorical, meaning that the characters and objects in the novel are infused with symbolic significance that conveys the novel’s central themes and ideas. In portraying the various ways in which the boys on the island adapt to their new surroundings and react to their new freedom, Golding explores the broad spectrum of ways in which humans respond to stress, change, and tension.. Although Golding’s story is confined to the microcosm of a group of boys, it resounds with implications far beyond the bounds of the small island and explores problems and questions universal to the human experience. 
“Maybe there is a beast… maybe it's only us.” 


― William Golding, Lord of the Flies
.

Please respond to one of the following questions in a TOPIC by TOPIC Compare and Contrast essay. Your essay should be 5 paragraphs in length and follow MLA formatting.

1. Write an essay in which you compare and contrast three characters from Lord of the Flies..
2.  Compare and Contrast what ways Lord of The Flies critiques humanities’ continuing and often fruitless efforts to achieve civilization.
3. William Golding’s said that “the shape of a society must depend on the ethical nature of the individual and not on any political system.”  In a 5-paragraph essay compare and contrast what Golding meant by this statement.  How does personal accountability, moral conscience, and fear play out in shaping society in Lord of the Flies ?
Suggestions on Writing:

Once you have designed your thesis please do the following:

I. Write your name, teachers name, class and date in MLA format on the left-hand side of your paper.

II. Write an original title for your essay

Your essay should have the following:

1. An Introductory paragraph that begins with one of the following types of hooks : 

a. A Rhetorical Question

b. An Anecdote

c. A Direct Quote

2. A  thesis that responds fully to the prompt and located at the end of the introductory paragraph. Your thesis should always be in one sentence. Your thesis must be highlighted. - Please review Thesis handout, if you have questions. 
3. Always write about literature in present tense.  Example: Piggy is disrespected because he symbolizes adult civilized ideology.
4. Transitions between paragraphs.  While Ralph is a thoughtful leader, Jack is a leader who provides meat. 
5. Three Body paragraphs that each include at least 2 sources from  Lord of the Flies that support your thesis followed by clear analysis that is twice as long as your example. 

6. All paragraphs must be at least 5 complete sentences in length [not including quotes]
7. Do not use second person (you, our, we, us).  Do not use contractions (can’t,  you’re etc.).
8. A thoughtful conclusion that takes the reader beyond the text, but does not start a new essay. Usually one key line that refers back to the hook or introduction.

9. Formatting, grammar, syntax and diction do count.

